


























NUMBER LXxXx. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursvay, Yulythe 11th, 1754. 





Jo Mr. Fitz-AvDAmM. 


fo often fhewn to the produétions 
. ¥ of female correfpondents, Iam en- 
oy ERY re d to hope that you will not 
t529 at fe courage p y 
eave ) refufe this epiftle a place in your 
ee EH ED paper. ; 

You muft know, fir, that with a tolerable perfon, a 





very good fortune, and lovers in abundance, I have a 
particular humour to live and die a maid. This way 
of thinking, I proteft, does not arife from difappointed 
love, but on the contrary, from my never having feen _ 
any one man who has been pofleffed of thofe accom- 
plithments which I think neceffary for a hufband. 

You 
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You will imagine, perhaps, that I hardly know my- 
felf what fort of a man I would have ; but to convince 
you of the contrary, I am going to give you a defcrip- 
tion of one, whom, notwithftanding my prefent hu- 
mour, I would willingly marry, and reward with a 
fortune of ten thoufand pounds. Such a declaration as 
this, while there are fo many fortune-hunters, witty 
{parks, pretty fellows, and grave widowers about town, 
will undoubtedly ftrike fome hundreds with a flattering 
hope that Iam eafily to be carried off: but to filence 
their pretenfions all at once, here follows the defcrip- 
tion of the only man in the world that I will confent to 
marry ; and whom I {hall beg leave to entitle’ 

THE MAID’s HUSBAND. 

NoTWITHSTANDING it is a fatal maxim among 
women, “* To pleafe the eye, though they torture the 
‘« heart,” yet I am fo far an advocate for pleafing the 
eye, that the man I have an idea of, muft have a 
perfon graceful and engaging. The features of his face 
muft be regular ; and though regular, agreeable ; which 
as yet I hardly remember to have feen, having generally 
obferved that where nature is moft exaét, the is leaft 
engaging. His eyes muft be lively, fparkling, and af- 
feting ; and over the whole face there muft be a 
clear complexion, health, chearfulnefs and fenfibility. 
His ftature muft be enclining to the tall; his motion 
eafy and genteel ; free from the fhort pert trip of the 
aficéed beau, or the haughty tragic ftep of the more 
folemn fop. His behaviour ferious, but natural; nei- 
ther too open, nor too referved. His lock, his laugh, 
his {peech, and his whole manner, muft be juft with- 


out affectation, and free without levity. 


Tus 
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Tsus much for his perfon. I come now to the en- 
dowments of his mind ; without which, grace, beauty, 
and agreeablenefs will avail him nothing. His genius 
muft be fanciful; his knowledge extenfive. Men, as 
well as books, muft have been his ftudy. Learning, 
freedom, and gallantry muft be fo blended in him, as 
to make him always the improving friend, the gay 
companion, and the entertaining lover. . In converfa- 
tion he muft fay nothing with ftudy, nor yet any thing 
at random. His thoughts muft flow from him natu- 
rally, yet not without that delicacy of expreflion, which 
is neceflaty to give them a genteel turn. To the ta- 
lents of his mind let me add (if I may be allowed the 
diftin@ion) the qualities of his foul. He muft be ge- 
nerous without prodigality ; humane without weaknefs ; 
juft without feverity ; and fond without folly. To his 
wife he muft be endearing ; to his children affectionate ; 
to his friends warm ; and to mankind benevolent. Na- 
ture and reafon muft join their powers, and to the o- 
pennefs of the heart add the virtue of ceconomy ; ma- 
king him careful without avarice, and giving him a kind 
of unconcernednefs without negligence. With love he 
muft have refpect ; and by a continued complaifance 
always win upon the inclination. He muft take care 
to retain his conqueft by the means he gained it, and 
eternally look and fpeak with the fame defires and af- 
fections, though with greater freedom. 

Ir has been obferved by experienced people, that the 
foul contraéts a fort of blindnefs by loving: but the 
man I am fpeaking of muft derive his fentiments from 
reafon ; and the paffion which in others is looked on as 
the mark of folly, be in him the true effe&t of judgment. 

To thefe qualities I muft add that charm which is to 
be confidered before all the reft, though hard to be met 


with 
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with in this libertine age, ReLiGion. He mutt be de- 
vout without fuperftition, and pious without melancholy ; 
far from that infirmity which makes men uncharitable 
bigots, infufing into the heart a morofe contempt of the 
world, and an antipathy to the pleafures of it. He mutt 
not be fuch a lover of fociety as to mix with the aflem- 
blies of knaves and blockheads, nor yet of an opinion 
that he ought to retire from mankind to feek GOD in 
the horror of folitude: on the contrary, he muft think 
thatthe ALMIGHTY is to be found amongft men, 
where his goodnefs is moft active, and his providence 
moft employed. There it is that RELIGION mutt en- 
lighten, and reafon regulate his conduct, both in the 
cares of falvation, and the duties of life. 

Wir fucha man, a woman mutt enjoy thofe plea- 
furesin marriage which none but fools would ridicule. 
Her hufband would be always the fame, and always 
pleafing. Other wives are glad if they can now and 
then find with their hufbands one agreeable hour; but 
with this, a difagreeable minute would be impoffible. 
On whatever occafions we fhould fee or fpeak to each 
other, it muft be with mutual pleafure, and affured 
fatisfaction. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let your dreffing, fcribbling, 
handfome young fellows, whether of the Temple, 
of the Univerfity, of the Army, or of the City, who 
would be glad of a woman of five and twenty, not dif- 
agreeable in her perfon, and with ten thoufand pounds 
in her pocket, read this character ; and if any one of 
them will affert and prove it to belong to himfelf, my 
heart, hand and fortune are-entirely at his fervice. But 


I believe, fir, that inftead of a man, I have been de- 


fcribing a monfter of the imagination ; a thing that nei- 


ther 
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ther is, was, nor ever will be: I am therefore refigned 
to my condition, and can think without repining of 
dying a maid (and I hope an old one) fince I am not to 
expect a hufband to the wifhes of, 


SIR, 
Your humble fervant, 
reader and correfpondent, 
A. B. 


Tuoucu I doubt not but my fair correfpondent is 
thoroughly deferving of the hufband the knows fo well 
how to defcribe, yet I could have wifhed, for her own 
fake, as well as for the fake of fome happy man, that 
fhe had added a qualifying poftfcript to her letter, figni- 
fying that fhe was willing to make fome little abatement 
in her demands. When gentlemen build houfes, it is ufual 
with them either to give up conveniency for a profpect ,or 
a profpect for conveniency. In this manner fhould a lady 
aét in the choice of a hufband : if fhe fets her heart upon 
a FACE, fhe fhould have no diflike to a coxcomb ; or if fhe 
falls in love with a MIND, a floven fhould appear charm- 
ing: for the odds are againft her, that the handfome 
man is the one, and the man of knowledge the other. 

Exctiusive of myfelf, I know of no fuch character 
as the lady has defcribed: nor dare I fay a word of 
my own perfon and accomplifhments, being unfortu- 
nately near feventy, and a married man. It has alfo 
been hinted to me (for I fcorn to deceive anybody) that 
I have a {mall ftoop in my gait, and that Iam not quite 
fo well-bred upon all occafions as a young lady might 
expect me to be. 

I am alfo cautious of recommending any of thofe 
gentlemen who are daily advertifing for wives in the 


public 
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public papers: for whether it be owing to their extreme 
modefty, or whether they have really no other accom- 
plifhments than they ufually fet forth to the world, their 
defcriptions of themfelves amount to no more, than 
‘ that they are tall, well-made, and very agrecable ; that 
“ they have healthy conftitutions, have had liberal edu- 
« cations, and are of fober morals.” But as thefe de- 
f-tiptions are by no means particular enough, I cannot be 
certain that the publithers of them will exactly anfwer 
the idea of the MArp’s Husspann. Befides, I have late- 
ly received letters from particular ladies, who, either as 
principals or friends, have examined thefe gentlemen, 
which letters affure me that they do not at all come up 
to the idea given of themfelves, even in their own mo- 
deft advertifements. 

Bur before I take leave of my ingenious correfpond- 
ent, I promife her to give notice in this paper of the 
firft Marp’s Huspanp that falls within my knowledge ; 
and if fhe pleafes to fignify where and when fhe will be 
waited on by any fuch gentleman, her commands fhall 
be executed with the niceft punctuality. Or (as it is very 


confiderately exprefled in an advertifement now before 


me) if the lady does not chufe to appear perfonally for the 


Jirft time, may fend any other proper lady of her acquaint- 
ance to the place appointed. 
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